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The child's character in European novel models

Abstract

This study, entitled (The Child's character in European Narrative Models), is based
on the study and analysis of the child's character in selected European novel
models: "Oliver Twist’, 'Lord of the Flies', and "The Tin Drum'. It has included an

introduction and three chapters.

For this purpose, the study aimed to provide a detailed study of the portrayal of the
child's character in each of "Oliver Twist', "Lord of the Flies", and "The Tin Drum’,
with a focus on the essential features and characteristics that distinguish these
characters, and an exploration of the child's experiences in the novels, and an
analysis of the impact of Social and environmental conditions and challenges to their
development and behavior, in addition to analyzing how children's literary characters
develop and grow during the course of events and whether there are developmental

shifts or developments in their personalities.

The study reached a number of results, the most important results are: the difference
in the way the child's character is depicted in the novels in terms of the social
injustice that is inflicted upon him. As for "The Tin Drum," the child's character was
characterized by uniqueness, strangeness, absurdity, and selfishness at the same

time.

The novel "Oliver Twist" also carried a number of social and humanitarian messages
through the character of "Oliver', and it was related to the temporal context in the
Victorian era, as it represented the rejection of the injustice inflicted on poor children.
It was generally centered around the brutality of man in every era if there was no
control and supervision of his behavior. As for the social and human messages in

"The Tin Drum’', they appeared through the narration represented by warning of the



danger of repeating the experience of war. The character of the child "Oscar

contributed in referring to it.

In terms of the narrator, the studied novels were distinguished by the use of the
narrator’s technique in different way. While the novels “Oliver Twist” and “Lord of the
Flies” used the technique of an anonymous narrator who relied on narration and
characterization from outside the fictional work without participating in its events, the
novel “The Tin Drum?” relied on the narrator’s technique. The interior that made the

protagonist "Oscar' the narrator of its events.

The hero’s personality has been multiplied in the novels. In the novel “Oliver Twist”,
the main character in the novel, the child “Oliver Twist”, appeared, while in the novel
“Lord of the Flies” the characters “Ralph, Peggy, Jack, Simon” shared the starring

role. "The Tin Drum', as "Oscar" was unique in the title role.

Keywords: the character — the child — the European novel - Oliver Twist —Lord

of the Flies—The Tin Drum.
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